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Summ-a-r;g
t t l i n i s -Le r  ! .  t ) .  vq l 1 . . __ l l qs€e  44d  t . he  f  i s ca l  l e s i s l a t i o r l  o f  t he  n r i d -19Lh  ce r - r t u r . v
' I h i s  d l sse rLa t i on  f ocuses  on  t he  f o l l ow ing  l -wo  t op i cs :
1 .  Van  Bosse ,  bobh  as  an  í nd i v i dua l  andyas  a  member  o f  Du t ch  cab ine t s ;  w i t h
4 n  a s s ê s s m ê r r t  o f  l r i s  m i n i s t e r s h i p s  ( C h a p t e r  I  ) ,  a n d
2 .  f h e  c l ) l n g e s  w l r i c b  l o o k  p J a c e  i n  f j s c a l  l e g i s L a t i o n  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  1 B / l B
to  1853 .  f ' h i s  d i sse r t ab ion  a l so  d i scusses  t . he  i n f l uence  o f  l - i be ra l i sm  o r r
f i s c a l  i s s u e s  i n  L h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  ( C h a p t e r s  I  a n d  6 ) .
' I ' he  Lhes i s  p l aces  t he  above  t op l cs  i n  a  h i s t o r i ca l  con tex t  by  ou t l i n i ng :
-  soc i a l  cond i  t i ons  i n  t he  t h ,o  decades  p reced i r r g  l 8 l l 8  (Chap t . e r  2 ) ,  and
-  Lhe  g ro r v th  i n  bhe  popu la r i t . y  o f  l i be ra f i sm  and  Lhe  deve lopmen t .  o f  f i s ca l
l e g i s l a t i o n  d r r r i n g  t i ' r e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n L u r y  ( C h a p t e r s  3  a n d  4 ) .
t , ' r o n r  l B l l B  u n l - i l  h l s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  V a n  B o s s e  ( 1 8 0 9 - 1 8 7 9 )  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t
r - o l . e  i n  t . h e  p o l i L i c a l  l i f e  o f  t - h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  H e  w a s  a  m i n i s t e r  f o r  1 2 *  y e a r s
and  a  n rembe r  o f  L I r e  Lower  House  o f  t he  Du t . ch  Pa r l i amen t  f o r  ano the r  121  yea rs .
I I e  he -Ld  f o t t r  appo in tn l e r ) t s  as  M in i s t e r  o f  F i nance ,  and  a l so  se rved  t i , r o  t e rms  as
i l l i n i s L e r  f o l  t h e  C o l o n i e s .  A l t l : o r r g h  h e  d i d  n o t  h o l d  a r r y  p o l i t i c a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s
du r i ng  L I r e  pe r i od  f r om 1B /2  t o  1877 ,  he  d i d  cha i r  t he  S ta te  Commi t t ee  o f  Enqu i r y
i l r Lo  t he  Mone ta r y  SysLen r  f o r  a  t . ime  i n  t ha t  pe r i od .  Mo reove r ,  he  rema ined
c l o s o l y  . i  t r r ' , r l v e d  i r r  p o l i  t  i c s  d t r r i n g  l l r i s  p e r i o d .  p a r t l l v  a s  a  r e s u I L  o f  t h e  h a b i t
o f  y o t i l r g e r -  1 ; o l i t i c i a n s  r r f  t u r n i n g  u p  o n  h i s  d o o r s t e p  L o  s e e k  t l r e  a d v i c e  o f  t h e
" é m i r r c n c e  g l i s e "  w h o  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  p o l i t r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  e v e r  s i n c e  1 8 4 B .
I l e  was  appo  i n t ed  l t l  j  n i s  Le l  o f  S t -a t . e  i n  1872  .
Van  Bosse  was  a  r espec t -ab1e ,  sobe r .  and  re l i ab l e  man .  I I e  was  a  g i f t ed  pub l i c
speake r  w i t - h  an  eno rmous  capac i t y  f o r  wo rk .  Van  Bosse ' s  pe rsona l i t y  and
, i i s t i r r g u - i s l r . i  n g  q r l n l i L j n s  a l e  r e v e a l e d  i l r L e r  a l i a  b y  h i s  c o l r e s p o n d e n c e  w i L h  l r i s
son  (du r i ng  t he  pe r i od  when  t he  l a t t e f  was  enp loyed  i n  t he  Dg t . ch  Eas t  I nd i es )
and  t - he  reco r - c l  wh i ch  l . r e  kep t  i n  l ' r i s  d i a r y .  The  append i x  t o  t . he  Lhes i s  d i scusses
i n  m o r c  d e t . a i l  L h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  h i r h ê r - f n  r r n n r r h l i . h e d  p a p e r s ,  o f  w h i c h
t -he re  a re  ove r  800  handw l i t t en  pages .
V a n  R o s s e  w a s  a  c o m p e t e n L  a d m i n i s t r a L o r  w h o  k e p t  a  c o n s t a n t .  e y e  o n  t h e  s t a t e  o f
L h e  c o r t n L r y ' s  f i n a n c e s .  A s  a  n t i n i s t e r ,  h e  a t t e n p t e d  t o  r e f o r m  f i s c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n
i n  l i n e  w í t h  l i b c r a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  l l o w e v e r ,  w h i l s t  T h o r b e c k e ,  o n e  o f  h i s
c o n t e n l p o r a t ' j e s ,  a c h i e v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s  i n  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r
o f  l i b e r a l  d e s i d e r a L a  b o t l l  l n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  i n  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i c  l a w s ,  V a n
[ } o s s , ' ' s  a l  t í  n r p L s  L o  b r . i  n g  l i b e r a L i s n r  L o  I i s c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  v r e r - e  o n l y  p a r t i a J J y
s u c c e ' s s l u l .  l l i s  p o l i c y  o r i  d i r e c t  t a x a t i o n  a n d  e x c i s e  d u t i e s  w a s  a i m e d  a t .  f l n d i n g
a  f a i r e r  t * ' a y  o f  d i sL r - i buL ing  t he  t ax  bu rden  ove r  Lhe  va r i ous  popu la t i on  g roups .
l i e  w i s h e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t -  a  s h i f L  f r o n r  i n d i r e c L  L o  d i r e c t  t a x a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  e n s r l r e
tha t .  Lhe  conL r i bu t . i on  w l r i ch  t he  cap i t a l - owne rs  r nade  t owa rds  t he  s ta te  t . r easu ry
h a s  I ' a i s e l l  ,  i n  f a r . o u l .  o í ' L h e  w o r k i r r g  p o p u l a L i o n ,  w l t o  w e r e  t h e n  c e q u i r e d  L o  p a y
heavy taxesr  par l icu lar ly  in  the fornr  of  exc ise dut ies,  Van Bosse's  goal  was bo
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reduce or to abol ish excise duties, part icufarly those levied on the necessit ies
of 1ife. His aim in introducing a general income tax, i .e. a tax on revenue
received from every conceivabl-e (or just about every conceivable) source, was
to transfer a greater share of the tax burden to the better-off sections of
society. Unfortunately for Van Bosse, however, the majori ty of nembers of the
Lower House were unwil l ing to accept a form of taxation on income; this was
because opinion in the Lower House hras divided as to r4rhether liberal principles
should also be brought to bear on social issues. I t  should be borne in mind that
the social ly hreak groups of society were not represented in the membership of
the Lower House and that, in around 1850, there were no movements or parties
with any pol i t ical clout to protect the interests of these groups.
During his term of off ice as Minister of Finance between 1848 and 1853, Van
Bosse tr ied on three dif ferent occasions to reform the tax system and to bring
about the type of shif t  in the tax burden which he envisaged. His proposals were
part icularly far-reaching at the third attempt, in 7BJL-J2. He presented a
closely l inked series of bi11s to Parl iament, the chief l  of which proposed
introducing a tax on interest income. Despite the fact that a number of the
bi l ls were adopted, the interest tax bi l l  was thrown out by a narrow rnajori ty,
and this had the effect of blocking most of the opportunit ies for increasing the
inf luence of l iberal ism over direct taxation and excise duties.
At the same t ime, the Lower House did adopt Van Bosse's l iberal reform plans for
irnport,  export,  transit ,  and hraterhray transport duties, The argunents for and
against free trade on the one hand, which was associated with low Ímport and
export duties, and protectionism on the other, which was characterised by high
protective duties, had been the subject of debate since 1815. The Dutch had
a l ready  s l igh t ly  mod i f ied  the i r  t rade po l i cy  in  1830,  fo l low ing  the  de  fac to
separation of Belgium and the Netherlands, by lowering a number of tari f fs.
However, i t  was not unti l  1845, when a new Tarif fs Act was enacted, that the
Dutch government adopted a genuinely l iberal trade poticy (moderate though i t
was at f i rst).  The 1Bl+5 Tarif fs Act signal led the beginning of a transit ion to
a greater degree of freedom in relat ion to import,  export and transit  duties,
During the f ive years thereafter, a number of important developments took place
in foreigrr countr ies whi-ch played a signif icant role in relat ion to Van Bosse's
reform plans.
First of al l ,  there were the events in Germany. The Dutch economy depended not
only on the country's seaports for the import and export of goods; the large
rivers, and the Rhine in part icular, were also vital trading routes. The Dutch
government and the Gernan Rhine states had already spent many decades arguing
about the high shipping duties and the large number of restr ict ions imposed by
the Dutch government. The Germans began to make an increasingly powerful case
for the freedom of shipping, one of the key aspects of which was the aboli t ion
and reduction of customs dutÍes and shipping duties. The Shipping Treaty which
the Dutch and the Prussians had signed in 1837 proved j-ncapable of satisfying
German denands. As tenslon grehr, the Dutch government, and Minister Van Bosse
i.n part icular, real ised in 1848 that a total ly new approach was required. The
only feasible solut ion was the adoption of a l- iberal pol icy, so i t  seemed. Van
Bosse bel ieved that maximum freedom of movement on the Rhine, J.ncluding the
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abo l i t i on  and  reduc t i on  o f  i n rpo r t ,  expo r t  a r " r d  t r ans i t  duL ies ,  t o l l s  and  o t l , e r
sh ipp ing  d t r t i e - s ,  was  wha t  was  requ i r ed  i n  o rde r  t o  r e ta i n  and  s t r eng then  t he
N ^ L h e r l a n d s '  e c o r r o r n r - c  p o s i t  l o n  i n  n e l a t  i o n  t o  a n  i m p o r L a n t  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r .
Second l y ,  t he r c  we re  t he  deve lopmenbs  i n  B r i La in ,  He re  t oo ,  t he re  was  a  g row ing
c lamou r  i n  f avou r  o f  a  d ras t i c  l i be ra l i sa t . i on  o f  t he  l aws  on  t r ade  and  sh ipp ing .
I r )  Lhe  even t - ,  t he  ba tL l e  beLween  t he  t r ad i t i ona l  p ro tec t i on i s t . s  and  t he  l i be ra l
c " ^ ^  I  
" ^ Á ^ ' . -  h v  f  l r o  I  A l  |  ê r  a n r l  i n  I B q g  f h e  B r i  t  í s h  P a r l i a n r e n L  e n a c L e dw r , ' r  u J  + v  '  /  L r r v
a  l a w  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  m a j o r  a c t  o f  e c o n o m i c  l i b e r a l i s a t i o n :  i t  r e d u c e d  i m p o r t
a r t d  expo r t  du t i es  and  abo l i shed  v i r Lua l l y  a l l  p r i v i l eges  wh i ch  had  been  g ran te i .
t o  s h i p s  l l y i n g  L I r e  B r i L i s l r  f  l a g .  E q u a l i l : y  o f  L r e a L m e n L  w a s  n o t ,  l r o w e v e r ' .
a w a l d e d  t o  t - h o s e  s L a t e s  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  L r e a L  s h i p s  f l y i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  f l a g  o n  L h e
s a m e  b a s i s  a s  s h i p s  f l y i r r g  t h e i r  o w n  n a L i o n a l  f 1 a g s .
l n  t hese  c i r cums tances ,  t he  Ne t . he r ' l ands  no  l onge r  r ea l l y  had  any  cho i ce .  The
comb ined  e f f ec t -  o f  t he  don res t i c  t r end  t owa rds  f r ee  t r ade  and  t he  evenLs  i n
Ge r -many  and  t s r i t a i n  p ron rp ted  Van  Bosse  t o  p resen t  t h ree  b i l l s  Lo  t he  Lower  l l ouse
o f  P a r l i a m e n t  o n  I  D e c e m b e r  1 8 4 9 .  T h e  b i l l s  i n c l u d e d  v a r i o u s  p r o p o s a l s  a l l  o f
w h i c h  w e r e  i n L e n d e d  t o  l i b e n a l i s e  i r n p o r t ,  e x p o r t  a n d  t r a n s i t  d u t i e s ,  a n d  b h e
laws  on  mar i t i r ne  sh ipp ing ,  sh i pp ing  on  Lhe  l a rge  i n l and  \ . r a te r l r ays  and  t , he
s h i p b u i l d i n 6 ;  i n d u s L r y . ' I ' h e  b i l l s  w e r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p r o l o n g e d ,  a n d  o f t e n
í ' i e r ce ,  deba t -e  no t  on l y  w i t h i r " r  Pa r l i amen t  i t se l f ,  bu t  a l so  among  t he  pub l i c  a t
l t i r ge .  Q r . r es t j ons  we re  asked ,  c r i t i c i sms  vo i ced  and  sugges t i ons  made .
N e t e r t h e l e s s .  a  r n a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o l  P a r l i a m e n t  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s
n o  h a ) '  o Í -  n | n v e r r t i n g  I  i b c r a l  | e l o r m s ,  w l r i c h  L I r e y  h a d  o n l y  | e c e n t l y  a e c e p t e d  i n
l e l a t j - on  t o  cons t i , t u t i ona l  i s sues ,  f r om  be ing  app l i ed  t o  Lhe  f i s ca l  and  econom ic
í ' i e1d .  The  L f r r ee  b i l l s  we re  passed  by  bo th  Houses  o f  Pa r ' 1 i amen t ,  and  became  1aw
on  $  Sep tember -  1810 .
Van  Bosse  was  a l so  success fu l  i n  o the r  a reas .  One  o f  t hese  was  t , he  mone ta r y
sys tem,  t he  re fo r : r n  o f  wh i ch  he  comp le ted  i n  1B5O-18 !2 ,  r ep lac i ng  t he  o .Ld  doub le
s t a n d a r d  b y  a  s i n g l e  s i . l v e r  s t a n d a r d .  H e  a l s o  i n i t í a t e d  a  s t a L u t o r y  r e v i e w  o f
t l r e  n a t u f e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  t h e  M i n t ,  a n d  i n  1 8 5 0  i n t r o d u c e d  p l a n s
f o r  r e f o | m i n g  L h e  f , o s l  a l  s y s L e m  L h a L  w e r e  u 1 L . i  r n a t e l y  L o  l e a d  L o  t l r e
m o d e r r r  i s a L  í c , n  o f  t  h e  s e r v  i c e .
Du r i ng  t he  Rochussen -Van  Bosse  gove rnmen t  f r om i 85B  t o  1860 ,  Van  Bosse  he l . d  t he
o f ' f i ce  o f  l { i n i s t e r  o f  F i nance  f o r  t he  second  t i n re .  Pa r l i an ren t  deba ted  a  number
o f  i m p o r t a n L  i s s u e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  l h e  c o l o n i a l
f u n d s  s h o u l d  b e  n r a n a g e d  a n d  a c c o u n L e d  f o r ,  a n d  a  s c h e m e  f o r  f i n a n c i n g  t l r e  D r r t c h
n a t . i o n a l  r - a i  l w a y s .  V a r r  B o s s e  p r e s e n t e d  e i g h t  n e $ r  b i 1 l s  t o  P a r l i a m e n t  i n
Sep tember  1B !8 ,  wh i ch  we re  i n t . ended  t o  make  a  l a rge  number  o f  imp rovemen t . s  t o
l l t e  p r o v a l c n t  f i s c a l  L e g i s l a t i o r ) .  S o n r e  o f l  t l r e s e  b i l l s  e r r d e d  u p  o n  L h e  s t a t u t e
book ,  v i z .  Lhose  on  dea t . h  du t i es ,  t he  an rend rnen t  o f  exc i se  t a r i f f s  on  w íne ,
sp i r i t s  and  sJ -aug l ' r t e red  mea t ,  and  va r i ous  i r np rovemen ts  t o  t he  l aw  on  ha l lma rks
( i . e .  t a x e s  o n  g o l d  a n d  s i l v e r  a r t i c l e s ) .
I n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 6 6 ,  f o L t o w i n g  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  T h o r b e c k e ' s  s e c o n d  g o v e r n m e n t ,
a  new  gove rnmen t .  h / as  f o rmed  by  LD .  F ransen  van  de  Pu t t e ,  wh i ch  aga in  i r r c l uded
Van  Bosse  1n  i t s  r anks  -  f o r  t he  t h i r d  t ime  as  M in i s t e r  o f  F i nance .  The  new .
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l iberal cabinet (of which Thorbecke hras not a member) was widely regarded from
the very outset ht i th scepticism and suspicion. Short ly after his new governnent
took off ice, Fransen van de Putte, who was Minister for the Colonies. tabled a
bi l l  for a neh' forced farming act, which envisaged reforming the system of
forced farming in the Dutch East Indies. The bi l l  1ed to an outcry among both
conservatives and those who had interests in the current farming system. The two
groups of opponents joined forces in resist ing the l iberals who were proposing
social reforms in the Dutch East Indies. Fol lowing a heated debate in the Lower
House, Fransen van de Putte withdrew the bi l l  and the government resigned, just
over three months after i t  had taken off ice.
In June 1868, a nerlt government vras formed under the leadership of Van Bosse and
Fock, with Van Bosse once again in the rol-e of Minister of Finance. Government
f inances r4'ere now in a somewhat l-ess healthy state. Large investments needed to
be made in infrastructural projects and defence spending needed to be stepped
up, but the governmentrs tax revenues were simply not suff icient to cope lr i th
these. The treasury had becorne more dependent on incone from the East Indies.
and had raised loans to cover i ts capital repayment coÍnmitments. In the summer
of 1870, Van Bosse made a fresh attempt to introduce income tax; this t i rne he
proposed abolishing patent tax at the same t ime. However, the van Bosse-Fock
government had already resigned before the bi11s could be debated in the Loh'er
House. Despite this setback, the government did manage to enact a number of new
laws in relat ion to natj-onal taxation during i ts term of off ice ( i .e. 1868-
1871). These included changes in the tax on certaj-n types of household
expenditure (personele belasting), death duties and excise duties on wine. One
1aw that was of part icufar importance Í4ias that which came into effect on 1 JuIy
1B6t and under which nehrspaper stamp duty, i .e. the stamp duty levied on dai ly
nehrspapers and advertísements, was abolished. Final ly, Van Bosse was also the
promoter of a new Post Off ice Act in 1870, which ted to a wide range of
improvements in postal- services.
Having held the post of Minister of Finance on four occasions, Van Bosse was
appointed Minister for the Colonies in 1-871, in the thírd Thorbecke government.
It hlas hardly surprising that a rnan who had gained a reputation as a financial
expert over the past 23 years, both in various governments and in the Lower
House of Parl iament, should be given responsibí l i ty for the colonies. After al l ,
the f inancial relat ionship between the Netherlands and the Dutch East Indies had
gradually shif ted to the forefront of publ ic attention during this period.
Moreover, Van Bosse had already played a key role in relat ion to a number of
important f inancial matters, such as the adoption of the budget for the East
Indies by 1aw, the application of the colonial budget surpJ_us, the advances
granted by the Dutch Trading Cornpany, etc. In part due to the receipts from the
East Indies (which accounted for some 20% of central government revenue in the
period from 1831 to 1877), the state of the Dutch natÍona1 f inances had become
closely interwoven with that of the colonial f inances and with government pol icy
on the  Eas t  Ind ies .
The most signif icant event that occurred in reLation to the colonies during this
government's term of off j .ce was the signing of three intemelated treaties with
Great  Br i ta in .  These t rea t ies  regu la ted  the  t rans fer  to  Great  Br i ta in  o f ' the
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Dutch  possess ions  i n  t he  coas ta l  r eg ion  o f  Gu inea '  ( i . e .  t he  t e r r i t o r y  now  known
as  t he  repub l i c  o f  Ghana ) ,  t he  re fo rm  o f  t he  Ne the r l ands -B r i t i sh  Suma t ra  t r ea t y
( f i r s t  s í gned  i n  1824 )  and  t l - r e  r ec ru i t n ren t  i n  B r i t . i s l ' r  L - r d i a  o f  m ig ran t  wo rke rs
to work on the plantat ions in Sur inam. The breat ies r , rere fornral ly  rat i f ied under
a  l aw  p romu lga ted  on  20  Janua ry  1872 .
Tho rbecke  d i ed  on  4  June  18J2 ,  and  i t  p roved  i r nposs ib l e  t o  r econs t i t u t e  h i s
gove rnmen t .  The  mona rch  accep l - ed  t l - r e  r es i gna f i on  o f  t he  m in i s t e r s  amon th  1a te r .
On I  November 1877, a l iberal  governmenb was formed by Mr.  Kappeyne van de
Coppe1 lo .  Hav ing  spenb  t he  p rev i ous  f i ve  yea rs  as  a  p r i va te  c i t i zen ,  Van  Bosse
!{as once again appoínted as Minister  for  bhe Colonies.  He hoped that  he would
f inal ly  have an opport .uni ty to g ive ef fect  to l - r is  l iberal  v iews on government
po l i c y  on  t he  Du tch  Eas t  I nd i es .  Fo r  many  yea rs ,  he  had  a rgued  t ha t  Du t ch
government expendi ture should not  depend on the receipts f rom the East .  Indies,
and that  the revenues f rom the governnrent  farrns shoufd accrue to the East  Indies
l - hemse l ves .  He  had  repea ted l y  po in ted  t o  t he  need  f o r  s t r eng then ing  t he  l oca l
i n f r as t r uc tu re  and  f o r  imp rov ing  t he  cond i t i ons  i n  wh i ch  t he  i nd i genous
popu la t i on  1 i ved .  0 r - r  bhe  f i s ca f  s l de ,  he  p roposed  i n t r oduc ing  a  t ax  on  ce r t a Ín
types of  household expendi ture and a patent  tax on Europeans and populat ion
groups wi th the same status as Europeans.  He was also keen to reduce the tax
burden on the indigenous populat ion.  Al l  these var ious points were explained in
g rea t  de ta i l  i n  t he  exp lana to r y  memorandun  wh i ch  accon rpan ied  t he  b i f l  f o r  a
supp lemen ta r y  budge t .  Bo th  houses  o f  pa r l i amen t  accep t . ed  Van  Bosse ' s  p roposa l s
and  passed  a  1aw  (Ac t  o f  6  . I une  1B7B) ,  i n  w l ' r i ch  Van  Bosse  was  g i ven  t he  f r eedom
he  needed  i n  wh i ch  t o  pu rsue  h i s  po l i c i es .  I n  t he  even t ,  he  d i ed  e i gh t  mon ths
l a te r  and  was  t hus  neve r  ab le  t . o  pu t  h i s  i deas  i n t o  p rac t i ce .
The  f i nd i ngs  o f  t he  s tudy  a re  se t  ou t  i n  a  number  o f  conc lus i ons ,  wh í ch  con ta i n
an  ob jec t i ve  assessn ren t  o f  t he  cha rac t . e r i s t . i c  f ea tu res ,  t a f en l - s  and  v ro r k  o f  Van
Bosse  (abou t  whom ve ry  1 i t t 1e  has  been  pub l i shed  t o  da te ) .  The  conc lus i ons  a l so
i nc l ude  a  d i scuss ion  o f  t he  re l a t - i onsh ip  be tween  Tho rbecke  and  Van  Bosse .
A l t hough  bo th  o f  t hem we re  p rom inen t  l i be ra f  po l i t í c i ans ,  t hey  we re  t o ta l l y
d i f f e ren t  f r om  each  o the r  i n  t e rms  o f  bo t , h  cha rac te r  and  ab i l i . t v .
The  conc lus i on  d rawn  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t he  l i be ra l i s t  i n f l uence  on  f i s ca l
deve lopmen ts  i s  t ha t  a  ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  members  o f  t he  Lower  House  v re re  no t
p repa red  t o  accep t  l i be ra l  t ax  r e fo rms  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  d i r ec t  t axa t i on  and  exc i se
du t i es .  Van  Bosse  was ,  howeve r ,  success fu l  i n  h i s  a t t emp ts  t o  l i be ra l i se  impo r t
and  expo r t  du t i es ,  cus t -oms  dub ies  and  wa te rway  t r anspo r t  du t i es .
Van Bosse made a large number of improvements to the tax system durÍng his four
te rms o f  o f f i ce  as  Min is te r  o f  F inance.  I l í s  in i t ia t i ves  fo r  re fo rming  the
monetary  sys tem and the  pos ta l  serv ices  were  a lso  ex t remely  success fu l .
Dur ing  h is  t ime bo th  as  a  min is te r  and as  a  n rember  o f  the  Lower  House,  Van Bosse
devoted  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  energy  to  co lon ia f  i ssues  in  genera l ,  and to  the
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f inancial relat ionship between the Nelherlands and the Dutch East Indies in
part icular. His two brief terms as Minister for the Colonies were not, however.
characterised by any spectacular achievement,s. His death on 21 February 1879
prevented him from implementing his ideas for a l iberal pol icy on the Dutch East
Ind ies .
The f inal conclusion drawn in the dissertat ion is that, during his terms of
off ice as a governnent minister, van Boqse was a dedicated and energetic
promoter of the prosperiLy and welfare of the Dutch people, In part icular during
the period from 1848 to 18!1, he attempted to reform the Dutch tax system and
to reorganise government f inances. Unfortunately, as a result of a combination
of circumstances, he was unable to effectuate al l  aspects of the l iberal pol icy
that he advocated.
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